Curriculum Alignment Worksheet
For Ages Birth to Five Years
Program Information
Program Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
Ages Served:  Infants

 Toddlers

 Preschool

Date Completed: ______________

Background and Purpose
The Bright & Early ND Curriculum Alignment Worksheet helps your program reflect on how well your
curriculum supports children’s development according to the North Dakota Early Learning Standards:
Birth to Kindergarten, often referred to as the ‘Standards’. Bright & Early ND does not require
programs to use a specific curriculum. Rather, curricula should be aligned with the Standards and
reflect the values and philosophy of the program inclusive of the children and families served.
Curriculum is more than enjoyable activities. It’s everything you do. It includes things such as learning
experiences and activities, interactions, materials used to enhance the environment, and routines.
Aligning your curriculum with the Standards ensures that your program plans and implements
effective teaching practices to promote positive learning outcomes for children in all developmental
domains. Aligning your program’s curriculum with the Standards will be a process that takes time and
teamwork. Each of the sections will be scored accordingly to the Bright & Early ND Curriculum
Approval Rubric.

What Does Alignment Mean?
Alignment means identifying the elements that correspond between two things. In this worksheet,
alignment refers to lining up elements of your curriculum with the North Dakota Early Learning
Standards: Birth to Kindergarten. This process allows you to see how the Domains and Sub-Domains in
the Standards are reflected in your curriculum.

Why Is It Important to Align Your Curriculum with the Standards?
The Standards provide a common set of expectations for children’s learning and development. The
Standards provide a framework for what children should know and be able to do from birth to
kindergarten.
A curriculum guides content and effective teaching practices that support all children’s
development and learning. Aligning your curriculum with the Standards ensures that your program
implements teaching practices that promote children’s development and learning in areas that
research shows are important for success in school, work, and life!
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Curriculum Details
Bright & Early ND does not require programs to use a specific curriculum. Rather, curricula should be
aligned with the Standards and reflect the values and philosophy of the program inclusive of the
children and families served. Please select the type of curricula that you will be aligning.
● My program uses a comprehensive, published curricula.


Curriculum Name
Gee Whiz Education

Edition
Current

Publisher(s)

Copyright Year

Current
Gee Whiz Educaiton

Website Address
www.geewhizeducation.com
This form completed using 19/20 year

 My program uses a comp rehensive, self -designed curricula.
These are curricula developed by early learning programs for use in their own programs and are not
available for purchase. If you are aligning a self-designed curricula for review, please provide details
below:

 My program uses a bundle of curricula.
This can include multiple published curricula, or a combination of published and self-designed
curricula, when reviewed together, are comprehensive of the Standards. For the published parts of
the bundle, please provide details below:
Curriculum Name

Edition

Publisher(s)

Copyright Year

Website Address

For the self-designed parts, please provide details below:
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Curriculum Alignment
In the following sections, your program will reflect on how your curriculum supports children’s
development according to the Standards.
The Standards are organized into the following elements: Domains, Sub-Domains, Goals,
Developmental Progressions, and Indicators.
Domains are broad areas of early learning and development from birth to 5 years that are essential
for school and long-term success. They are as follows:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Approaches to Play and Learning
Social and Emotional Development
Language, Communication, and Literacy
Cognition
Social Studies
Creative Arts
Perceptual, Motor, and Physical Development

Each Domain is related to and influences the others. Because areas of early learning become more
differentiated as children get older, some Domains for preschoolers are captured differently than
they are for infants and toddlers.
Sub-Domains are categories or components of development within a Domain. For example, for the
Social and Emotional Development Domain, Sub-Domains include relationships with adults,
relationships with other children, emotional functioning, and belonging.
Since the Standards are inclusive of all children, birth to Kindergarten, they incorporate a
developmental progression of learning and skill development. Please note, you may see the
following terms throughout this worksheet and the Standards.
▪ Emerging Skills is used for the youngest infant age group when specific skills, behaviors, or
concepts have not yet emerged or are not yet observable.
▪ Continued Growth is a stage in the process of growing. These are noted throughout the
document and labeled as Continued Growth in the Developmental Progression.
See the sample below (ND Early Learning Standards: Birth to Kindergarten, page 63).
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Directions
For each Domain, you will select two Sub-Domains, of your choice, to showcase. Using the tables
provided, share examples on how your curriculum supports the selected Sub-Domain in the following
areas:
▪ Experiences: Guided by your curriculum, describe a planned activity or experience that
supports children’s learning in the selected Standard Sub-Domain.
▪ Interactions: Describe how you enhance interactions to help all children make progress in the
selected Standard Sub-Domain.
▪ Environment: Guided by your curriculum, describe changes you make to the environment to
support children’s learning in the selected Standard Sub-Domain?
▪ Routines: Share an example how you support children’s development in the selected
Standard Sub-Domain during routines such as mealtime, transitions, diapering and toileting,
etc.

Example
Domain VII: Perceptual, Motor, and Physical Development
Pages 108-120 in the ELS

Perceptual, Motor, and Physical Development is foundational to children's learning in all areas because it
permits children to fully explore and function in their environment.

Sub-Domains
▪
▪
▪
▪

Perception
Gross Motor
Fine Motor
Health, Safety, and Nutrition

Experiences

Interactions

Environment

Routines

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Fine Motor

Singing songs that have
different hand motions,
such as "Twinkle, Twinkle
Little Star" and "The
Wheels on the Bus."
Starting slowly with
younger children to give
them time to try to
control and coordinate
movements.

Using self- and parallel
talk to describe how
children use their hands
when reaching for,
touching, grasping, and
playing with; for example,
"You are working hard to
pick that puzzle piece up
and make it fit in the
puzzle."

Offer a variety of toys
and materials that
support fine motor
development. For
example; rattles and
shakers, stacking cups,
clutch balls, simple
puzzles, large peg
boards, etc.

At mealtimes, we
provide finger foods
that allow infants to
use and practice their
pincer grasp. We offer
spoons and forks to
toddler to practice eyehand coordination.

PRESCHOOL
36 months to 60 months

Sub-Domain:

Each day we provide
activities that require
hand-eye coordination
and precise placement of
small objects. For
example; lacing small
beads into necklaces,
bracelets, long ropes,
etc.

We encourage children's
efforts in completing
fine motor tasks by
providing feedback; for
example, “You're working
hard to make your
necklace. These beads
are smaller than what
you used before.”

During daily free play,
children have access to
art materials, puzzles,
interlocking building
materials, and
manipulatives.

At mealtimes, we
provide utensils for
serving and eating,
small pitchers for
pouring water or milk
into cups, small broom
and dust to clean up
after meals.
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Domain I: Approaches to Play and Learning
Pages 16-29 in the ELS

Approaches to Play and Learning focuses on how children learn. It refers to the skills and behaviors
that children use to engage in learning.

Sub-Domains
▪
▪
▪
▪

Emotional and Behavioral Self-Regulation
Cognitive Self-Regulation
Initiative and Curiosity
Creativity

Sub-Domain: Initiative and Curiosity
Environment

Routines

The provider describes how
the car looks, sound, feels,
etc. Additionally, the
provider describe what
happens when the infant
pushes the car to help
expose him/her to cause &
effect.

The infant will be provided
with several different types
of toy vehicles to explore.
These vehicles can be used
both indoors and outside
(weather permitting)

During this unit, the provider
will be given a song to sing
while taking the infant on a
stroller ride. Stroller rides
are excellent times for
promoting curiosity while
pointing out, and talking
about, new things in the
environment.

Trucks, Cars & Ramps
Unit: Let's Go! (FEB2020)
Page 9
During this experience,
children will be given toy
vehicles, baking sheets,
large sheets of cardboard,
blocks, etc. and will
experiment with making
ramps.

During this experience, the
provider will not guide the
experience but instead
describe the children's
actions as they play and ask
a lot of open-ended
questions (see p. 9).
Additionally, he/she can
encourage more verbal
children to describe their
actions.

The toy vehicles and other
materials can be kept out as
an exploration station that
children can continue to
utilize throughout the unit.
These materials can also be
taken outdoors (weather
permitting).

Several songs are included
in this unit that related to
vehicles, wheels, etc. that
the children can sing as they
move from place to place.
Additionally, on p. 18, the
children will be taking a walk
around the neighborhood as
they use walking as a means
of transportation.

Experiences

Interactions

Environment

Routines

Colorful Kites
Unit: When the Wind Blows
(MAR2020)
Page 13
Infants will use cotton balls
clipped in clothespins and/or
Do-a-Dot markers to create
on diamond shaped pieces of
paper.

As the provider interacts
with the infant as he/she
creates, he/she will describe
the infants actions and
results (cause & effect).
Additionally, the provider
will talk about how the paint
looks (colors), smells, feels
and even sounds.

Using cotton balls clipped in
clothespins or Do-A-Dot
markers provides infants
with an art tool that is easy
to handle. Additional options
for art are provided during
all units. Of course, infants
must be supervised carefully
when using art materials.

As the infant engages with
the provider during
experiences like this one,
he/she will express a variety
of emotions.

What Else Can Wind Do?
Unit: When the Wind Blows
(MAR2020)
Page 21
During this experience, the
children will experiment to
see how they can use wind
to move materials across
water.

As the children experiment,
the provider will ask plenty
of open-ended questions
(see suggestions on p.21) as
well as describe the
children's actions and the
results. More verbal children
can be challenged to
describe their thought
processes as well.

The water table and
materials can be kept
available for the children to
use for severals days so they
can expand upon their
experimentations.

As children wash their
hands, they can be
encouraged to describe how
wind could help them dry
them. If the weather is nice
(and windy), they could
wash their hands and then
hold them in the breeze and
count to see how long it
takes them to dry.

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

The Wheels Go Around
Unit: Let's Go! (FEB2020)
Page: 5
During this experience,
infants explore toy vehicles
pushing them along the
floor, holding them in their
hands, etc.

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Interactions

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

Experiences

Sub-Domain: Creativity
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Domain II: Social and Emotional Development
Pages 30-45 in the ELS

Positive social and emotional development in the early years provides a critical foundation for
lifelong development and learning.

Sub-Domains
▪
▪
▪
▪

Relationships with Adults
Relationships with Other Children
Emotional Functioning
Sense of Identity and Belonging

Experiences

Interactions

Environment

Routines

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Ribbit!
UNIT: Deep in the Rainforest
(FEB2020)
Page 15
During this experience, the
infant will engage with the
provider as they play with a
toy frog together. The infant
will watch the frog and look
at the provider's face.

As the provider describes the
frog and its actions, the
infant will watch and make
eye contact with the
provider.

The infant can be given the
toy frog (which has been
determined to be safe for
infants) to explore on his/her
own during free play time.

While diapering, the provider
can recite the action rhyme,
"Hop, Little Tree Frog" (p.
37) and watch to see if the
infant maintains eye contact.

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

Sub-Domain: Relationships with Adults

Many, Many, Monkeys
UNIT: Deep in the Rainforest
(FEB2020)
This is one of our Exploring
Together experiences where
adults and children learn
together. During this
experience, the provider will
lead a game called, "Do
What the Monkey Does."

As the children participate in
both the experience and
game, they will interact with
the provider (as well as other
children). They will need to
listen carefully and pay
attention to what the
provider does so they can
mimic his/her actions.

As children engage in
experiences during the day,
he/she will interact with
them by asking open-ended
questions that spur back and
forth conversations.

During routine times (like
mealtime, handwashing,
etc.) the provider and
children will engage in
conversations. The provider
will show genuine interest in
the children's responses to
questions and will provide
plenty of time for them to
formulate responses.

Routines

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Sub-Domain: Relationships with Other Children
Experiences

Interactions

Environment

Green and Growing
UNIT: Deep in the Rainforest
(FEB2020)
Page 8
During this Exploring
Together experience, the
provider can hold the infant
and make him/her grow
while saying the action
rhyme, "Deep in the
Rainforest"

The infant will watch other
children as they participate
in the Exploring Together
experience... particularly as
they pretend to "grow" like
rainforest trees and plants.

During all experience, when
the infant is not napping,
he/she can watch other
children as they participate
in experiences. The provider
can also describe what the
other children are doing to
help the infant build
language.

As older children wash
hands, eat meals, prepare
for nap, etc. the infant can
be a part of all of these
routines as well. The
provider can describe what
the older children are doing
and why.

Busy Little Monkeys
UNIT: Deep in the Rainforest
(FEB2020)
During this experience, the
children will pretend to be
monkeys as they climb and
play while outdoors.

As children climb and play
together, they will naturally
interact. More advanced
children may engage in
dramatic play while
assigning roles (e.g.,
mommy monkey, daddy
monkey, etc.)

Outdoor play equipment
naturally encourages
child-child interactions. It
also sets the stage for
dramatic play with, or
without, roles.

During routine times,
particularly meals, children
will engage in
back-and-forth
conversations and
interactions. This is also
quite true for free play times
both indoors and outside.
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Domain III: Language, Communication, and Literacy
Pages 46-65 in the ELS

Communication is fundamental to the human experience, and language and literacy are essential
to children's learning.

Language Sub-Domains
▪
▪
▪
▪

Attending and Understanding
Communicating and Speaking
Vocabulary
Emergent Literacy

Experiences

Interactions

Environment

Routines

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

The Car Goes Beep
UNIT: Let's Go! (FEB2020
Page 7
During this experience, the
provider will sing the song,
"The Car on the Street" while
"beeping" with the infant.
The infant will demonstrate
attention by looking at the
provider.

As the provider sings, he/she
will look directly at the infant
to see if he/she is watching.
Additionally, this song
involves clapping together.

As the provider engages with
the infant during all
experience, he/she will
watch to see if the infant
looks at his/her face when
he/she is speaking.

The provider is prompted to
engage with the infant
during routine times by
describing his/her actions as
well as materials.

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

Sub-Domain: Attending and Understanding

So Many Cars
UNIT: Let's Go! (FEB2020)
Page 6
During this experience, the
children will participate in an
action song, "Drive Your
Car." This song requires the
children to match their
movements to the actions
(positional concepts) in the
song.

During all Exploring Together
experiences, the children will
be engaging with the
provider as well as other
children through discussions,
songs, questions, etc.

Open-ended questions as
built into all Gee Whiz
experiences. These questions
not only promote language
development, they also help
the provider evaluate each
child's understanding and
encourage higher-order
thinking skills.

The provider is encouraged
in the Gee Whiz curriculum
to engage with children
during all routine times by
asking questions that
encourage back-and-forth
conversations. This is
especially important during
free play time.

Interactions

Environment

Sub-Domain: Vocabulary

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Routines

Fill Up the Truck
UNIT: Let's Go! (FEB2020)
Page 9
During this experience, the
infant will put paper balls in
and out of a toy dump truck.
The provider will build
vocabulary while describing
the truck, the paper balls,
and the infant's actions.

The experience listed is just
one example of how the
provider will help the infant
build vocabulary. This is
actually something that is
detailed in all Gee Whiz
experiences. By using
language to describe
materials and the infant's
actions, the provider builds
vocabulary all day long.

Any material the infant
explores should be named
and described. Additionally,
as the provider describes
how the infant uses
materials, his/her actions
and the results should be
described as well.

The provider should talk to
the infant during routine
times and describe what
he/she is doing. This is a
meaningful way to help the
infant build vocabulary.

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

Experiences

Super Speedy
UNIT: Deep in the Rainforest
Page 16
During this Exploring
Together experience, the
children will learn more
about jaguars. A story and
song will help to expose the
children to new vocabulary
related to this animal.

A song ("Let's Run Like
Jaguars" exposes the
children to new vocabulary.
A story ("A Trip to the
Rainforest") includes
information not just about
jaguars but other rainforest
animals as well. Both serve
to build vocabulary.

As the children participate in
this unit, they will build a
wide variety of vocabulary.
Please see all even
numbered pages in the
Teaching Guide (top right)
for specific vocabulary
promoted each day.

Routine times, especially
mealtimes, provide a
optimum time for vocabulary
reinforcement and exposure.
Once again, the provider
must engage in
back-and-forth conversations
during these times with
children.
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Domain III: Language, Communication, and Literacy Cont.
Pages 46-65 in the ELS

Communication is fundamental to the human experience, and language and literacy are essential
to children's learning.

Literacy Sub-Domains (Preschool Only)
▪
▪
▪
▪

Phonological Awareness
Print and Alphabet Knowledge
Comprehension and Text Structure
Writing

Sub-Domain: Print and Alphabet Knowledge

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Experiences

Interactions

Environment

Routines

Emerging Skills

ALL GEE WHIZ UNITS
Please see the "Letters &
Literacy" component
included with each Gee Whiz
unit. This booklet provides
enhancement suggestions for
6+ experiences that
integrate letter exposure into
specific experiences.

Please see the Letters &
Literacy booklet for each
unit. Details notes on how
the provider can introduce
and/or reinforce letters,
letter sounds, etc. can be
found in these booklets.

Labeling items in the
immediate environment is an
excellent way of exposing
children to letter, letter
sounds and words in a
meaningful way. This can be
done with any unit.

Labeling a child's cubby
and/or place at the table is a
great way of exposing
him/her to letters, letter
sounds and his/her name in
print. A helper chart can also
be used for this purpose as
well.

Environment

Routines

Sub-Domain: Writing

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Experiences

Interactions

Emerging Skills

Where Would You Bike?
UNIT: Let's Go!
Page 13
During this experience, the
children will draw and write
about where they would
bike.

Curriculum Alignment Worksheet

The children will dictate what
they would like to write to
the provider. The provider
will then write down what
the children say...talking
about letter names, letter
sounds, words and sentences
in the process.

A writing center is a great
idea for encouraging writing.
Please see our "Add and
Enhance" component for
suggestions that go with
each unit for materials to
add to a writing center.
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Writing can be added to
many of the routine times
during the day. For instance,
at the end of the day, the
children can dictate a list of
the new things they learned
during the day. This list
could then be posted for
parents/guardians to review
at pick up.
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Domain IV: Cognition
Pages 66-92 in the ELS

Cognitive development includes reasoning, memory, problem-solving, and thinking skills that help
young children understand and organize their world.

Sub-Domains (Infant/Toddler Only)
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Exploration and Discovery
Memory
Reasoning and Problem Solving
Emergent Mathematical Thinking
Imitation and Symbolic Representation and Play

Experiences

Interactions

Environment

Routines

Bubbles in the Breeze
UNIT: When the Wind Blows
(MAR2020)
Page 21
As the provider blows
bubbles, the infant will use
his/her senses to watch and
attempt to pop them.

The provider will blow the
bubble and describe how
they look, feel, smell, etc.
He/she will also describe the
infant's actions and results
(as he/she attempts to
pop/catch the bubbles)

Infants should be given
plenty of opportunities to
use their senses to explore
and learn about their world.
All Gee Whiz experiences are
built upon this concept.

Routine times, such as
mealtime, provide a
wonderful opportunity for
infants to use their senses to
explore and discover. Food
has different textures,
smells, tastes, etc.

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Sub-Domain: Exploration and Discovery

Continued Growth

Experiences

Interactions

Environment

Routines

Wonderful Wheels
UNIT: Let's Go! (FEB2020)
Page 13
During this experience, the
infant will explore toy
vehicles with playdough. As
the infant drives a vehicle
across flattened playdough,
he/she will discover what
happens.

As the infant explore, the
provider will describe his/her
actions and the results. This
will help the infant build and
understanding of cause &
effect (e.g., if I push the car
into the playdough, it makes
marks).

Again, the provider is the
key to this area. By
describing the infant's
actions and the results,
he/she helps the infant build
an understanding of cause &
effect.

The provider should use this
approach during routine
times as well. Even
something as simple as
explaining how you are
washing dirt and germs from
the infant's hands while
handwashing helps the
infant understand why this
important.

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Sub-Domain: Reasoning and Problem Solving

Curriculum Alignment Worksheet

Continued Growth
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Domain IV: Cognition Cont.
Pages 66-92 in the ELS

Cognitive development includes reasoning, memory, problem-solving, and thinking skills that help
young children understand and organize their world.

Sub-Domains (Preschool Only)
Mathematics Development
▪ Counting and Cardinality
▪ Operation and Algebraic Thinking
▪ Measurement
▪ Geometry and Spatial Sense

Scientific Reasoning
▪ Scientific Inquiry
▪ Reasoning and Problem Solving

Sub-Domain: Counting and Cardinality
Interactions

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Experiences

Environment

Routines

Emerging Skills

How Many Spots on the Kite?
UNIT: When the Wind Blows
(MAR2020)
Page 13
During this experience, the
children will count the
number of cotton balls on a
construction paper diamond.

The provider will count out
loud while putting each
cotton ball on the kite for
those children who are not
as advanced. This will
expose them to counting.
More advanced children can
count on their own. Numeral
cards can be used as well to
help the children connect
numerals to an amount.

This game can be left out as
a manipulative/learning
center the children can
explore on their own during
free play. Additionally, there
are many ways to
incorporate counting into the
environment in fun ways.
Please see any Teaching
Guide for details.

Children can be exposed to
counting during routine
times such as mealtimes
(e.g., "Please take 3
crackers" or "Can you please
put one plate at each
chair?")

Environment

Routines

Sub-Domain: Scientific Inquiry

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Experiences

Interactions

Emerging Skills

Don't Pop the Bubbles!
UNIT: When the Wind Blows
(MAR2020)
Page 23
During this experience, the
children will attempt to catch
bubbles without popping
them. They will make and
test predictions as well.

Curriculum Alignment Worksheet

As the provider blows
bubbles, he/she will also
describe the children's
actions and the results. The
provider will also encourage
more verbal children to make
predictions before they test
their ideas and then compare
them to the actual results
after they test them.

Please see our "Add and
Enhance" sheet that
accompanies any Gee Whiz
unit that provides suggested
materials to add to different
areas to encourage
exploration. Additionally,
exploration is built into the
Gee Whiz lesson plans in
many different ways.
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Even routine times like
handwashing and mealtimes
can be used to promote
scientific inquiry. Asking
open-ended questions is a
great way to promote this
skill.

Page 10

Domain V: Social Studies
Pages 93-99 in the ELS

Social Studies is understanding family life, the impact of culture, and how to live and work together
for the good of the community and themselves.

Sub-Domains
▪
▪
▪

Concepts of Time
Citizenship
Identity and Culture

Sub-Domain: Citizenship
Interactions

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Experiences

Environment

Routines

Emerging Skills

Jaguar Races
UNIT: Deep in the Rainforest
(FEB2020)
Page 17
During this experience, the
children will participate in
races as they pretend to be
jaguars. Simple rules are a
part of this experience.

The provider will explain the
simple rules that must be
followed as the children race.
He/She will also talk with
them about why these rules
are important and what the
consequences will be if they
are not followed.

The provider should have a
list of simple rules posted
that remain in effect at all
times. These rules should be
stated in the positive.
Additionally, the Gee Whiz
curriculum includes many
group games that require
children to follow simple
rules.

Simple rules are a part of all
routine times (e.g., one
person at a time at the sink
to wash hands, waiting to
talk until your mouth is
empty, taking small bites,
etc.).

Environment

Routines

Sub-Domain: Identity and Culture

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Experiences

Interactions

Emerging Skills

Tony the Traveler
UNIT: Let's Go!
Page 4
During this experience, the
children will not only talk
about the types of
transportation their family
uses but also participate in
an action song involving
places in their community.

Curriculum Alignment Worksheet

The children will have the
opportunity to share how
their family travels. They will
also have the opportunity to
suggest different places
within their own community
to add to the action song.

Photos are a great way to
bring each child's family into
the program. For this unit on
transportation, the provider
can ask parents/guardians to
send in a picture of the type
of transportation they use to
get around the community.
This could be their car, a city
bus, subway, etc.
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Mealtimes provide a
wonderful opportunity for
the provider to encourage
children to talk about their
own families. For instance,
"What types of food does
your family eat for lunch?"

Page 11

Domain VI: Creative Arts
Pages 100-107 in the ELS

Children are encouraged to learn in, through, and about the arts by actively engaging in the
processes of creating, participating in, performing and responding to quality arts experiences.

Sub-Domains
▪
▪
▪
▪

Music
Dance & Movement
Visual Arts
Dramatic Play

Sub-Domain: Visual Arts
Interactions

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Experiences

Environment

Routines

Emerging Skills

Wheel Painting Fun
UNIT: Let's Go! (FEB2020)
Page 5
This experience invites
children to use toy vehicles
as painting tools. The
children will press the wheels
into paint and then drive
them on paper to create
unique works of art.

The provider can encourage
those children who are more
verbal to make and test
predictions as they paint.
Also, a simple phrase such
as, "Tell me about your art"
is a wonderful way to
encourage back-and-forth
communication.

The art area should be
supplied with a vast array of
materials which children can
use on a daily basis. In the
curriculum, we suggest
additional materials and
experiences for this area.

Displaying the children
artwork near where they
enjoy meals is a wonderful
way to open up
conversations about art
(e.g., how it was created,
what materials were used,
etc.)

Sub-Domain: Dramatic Play

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Experiences

Interactions

Environment

Routines

Emerging Skills

An Amazon River Cruise
UNIT: Deep in the Rainforest
(FEB2020)
Page 7
During this experience, the
children will use props as
they pretend to go for a ride
on the Amazon river.

Curriculum Alignment Worksheet

The provider will ask plenty
of open-ended questions as
the children pretend. The
children will also engage in
back-and-forth conversations
with each other as they
engage in dramatic play.

The materials used during
this experience can be added
to the dramatic play area for
use at any time. Weather
permitting, these can also be
taken outdoors.
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The Gee Whiz curriculum
includes a Transition Time
idea every day. Many of
these involve dramatic play
(and/or music). Please see
the box at the top left on all
even numbered pages in all
Gee Whiz Teaching Guides.
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Domain VII: Perceptual, Motor, and Physical Development
Pages 108-120 in the ELS

Perceptual, Motor, and Physical Development is foundational to children's learning in all areas
because it permits children to fully explore and function in their environment.

Sub-Domains
▪
▪
▪
▪

Perception
Gross Motor
Fine Motor
Health, Safety, and Nutrition

Sub-Domain: Gross Motor

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Experiences

Interactions

Environment

Routines

Chugga, Chugga, Choo,
Choo, Choo
UNIT: Let's Go! (FEB2020)
Page 11
This experience uses an
action song to help the
infant build the large
muscles in his/her legs.

While the provider sings the
song, "Chugga, Chugga,
Choo," he/she bicycles the
infant's legs.

Tummy time, bouncing, and
eventually assistance while
standing are all things the
provider can do to help the
infant build gross motor
skills. These are all built into
the Gee Whiz curriculum.

Diapering time provides an
excellent time to reinforce
the song during this
experience. Once diapered,
the provider can again
bicycle the infant's legs and
sing the song.

Riding around Obstacles
UNIT: Let's Go! (FEB2020)
Page 13
During this experience, the
children will ride on tricycles
and other riding toys as they
navigate through an obstacle
course they create.

As the children work
together to build the course,
they will need to
communicate and share
ideas with each other. Then,
as the children ride through
the course, the provider can
describe their actions.

The materials used to create
the course as well as the
riding toys can should be
made available to the
children to use for many
days. This encourages them
to scaffold their learning and
to take ideas in different
ways.

Please see our Transition
Time ideas in addition for
ways the Gee Whiz
curriculum incorporates
gross motor skill
development into routine
transition times.

Experiences

Interactions

Environment

Routines

Playing in the Leaves
UNIT: Deep in the Rainforest
Page 19
During this experience, the
infant will explore a sensory
box filled with nontoxic real
leaves OR silk/plastic leaves.
He/she will need to use fine
motor skills to grasp and
pick up the leaves.

As the infant explore the
leaves, the provide will
describe not only the leaves
themselves but also the
infants actions.

Infants need to be provided
with materials that are safe
for them to explore. The Gee
Whiz curriculum contains a
wealth of experiences that
achieve this goal. Because
these are infants, however,
the provider MUST supervise
carefully and never give an
infant anything that could be
a choking hazard.

Mealtime is a wonderful time
for infants to build fine
motor control. Picking up
small pieces of food, such as
cereal, enhances fine motor
control as well as eye-hand
coordination. For younger
infants, holding a bottle
helps build these skills as
well.

Drive and Pop
UNIT: Let's Go! (FEB2020)
Page 23
During this experience, the
children will drive toy
vehicles over bubble wrap or
aluminum foil. This will
require fine motor control
and dexterity.

As the children drive the
vehicles over the bubble
wrap and/or aluminum foil,
they will engage in
conversations with each
other as well as the provider.
The provider will ask
open-ended questions as
they play.

There are so many
experiences in the Gee Whiz
curriculum that promote fine
motor skills it would be
impossible to list them all
here! Many, many different
materials are used during
the experiences that
promote development in this
area.

Mealtime, handwashing,
using a tissue and even
toileting all provide
opportunities for children to
develop fine motor skills and
eye-hand coordination. For
instance, as children use
utensils, they build
important fine motor skills.

PRESCHOOL
36 to 60 months

INFANT/TODDLER
Birth to 36 months

Sub-Domain: Fine Motor

Curriculum Alignment Worksheet
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